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*Each issue of Oceans Past News includes a feature article, as either an Oceans Past Spotlight or as 10 Questions. If you would like be 
considered for either, or to nominate a colleague or mentee, please contact Emily Klein at emily.klein04@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

  

 

             Following leads.  

In our April edition, I wrote of an uncertain future. Three 
months later, uncertainty remains at the forefront of many 
of our lives – although each day we learn more, and there is 
hope in the global community coming together to under-
stand a pandemic, and in the potential reckoning on race in 
the United States, my home country, as well as globally. This 
month, I am ruminating on the importance of community in 
both these contexts, but alongside the vital significance of 
history in our current moment, to truly illuminate how we arrived here, and where and how we move forward.  

I am also struck by responses from Dr. Stefan Claesson in our Spotlight: history helps us tell richer stories - have an 
open mind, prepare for surprises, and follow that lead.  

 
Emily S. Klein, OPN Editor  

Frederick S. Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer-Range Future, Boston University 
Boston, Massachusetts, USA 

  
 

               OCEANS PAST SPOTLIGHT*  

8 Questions: Dr. Stefan Claesson  (Nearview Drones) 
 

Q1. First – a brief introduction: can you describe your research as it 
pertains to the past in two sentences or less?  
I wear many hats including that of environmental scientist, historical 
marine ecologist, and aerial drone surveyor, but my first and favored 
occupation is as maritime archaeologist. In any case, my research is 
focused on documenting environmental change over time, and the 
impact of humans on the landscape both above and below water. 

Q2. Why do you find research on the past important?  
It provides perspective and reflection on what once was, how we came to be, and how we want to live in the future. 

Q3. What advice would you give those who want to engage in historical work or collaborate with our community? 
An open mind and out-of-your-discipline thinking. Historical work often involves following a lead, and it is not always 
known where it will take you until you get to the end of that lead, and the results may not be at all what was expected. 
Whether in science, humanities, or public policy disciplines, bringing a historical perspective to research ultimately 
enriches the story you want to tell and makes the results of your work relatable and understandable to a much a 
broader audience.  
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Halibut schooner in winter, head-reaching under short sail. H. W. Elliot 
and Capt J. W. Collins (NOAA Photo Library) 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

OCEANS PAST NEWS No.17 
JULY 2020 

 
Q4. Do you believe the past can help with solving 
contemporary environmental/social problems, and 
if so, what is one area we can provide insight on?  
Of course! A couple of areas that I think are 
important are restoration potential and marine 
spatial planning – providing insight not only on the 
where and condition of resources today, but where 
they were in the past, levels of reasonable 
restoration, and identification of protection or 
management areas that have previously gone 
unrecognized. 

Q5. When you do assess our current environmental 
and societal challenges, what gives you hope?  
Knowing that there are many, many individuals and 
organizations worldwide doggedly working to 
collaborate, document and preserve the past, and 
provide insights into the condition of our marine environment, gives me great hope for the future. I was involved 
with the History of Marine Animal Populations (HMAP) in its infancy when I was a graduate student, and it is amazing 
to see how far the interdisciplinary approach of HMAP and Oceans Past has come, and what we now know about our 
marine environment as a result. 

Q6. What field of research – besides the one you are working in – do you consider most exciting? 
I’ve adopted aerial drone technology in all my natural resources and archaeological research projects. New multi- 
and hyperspectral sensors are providing entirely new perspectives in extremely high resolution that was not possible 
just a few years ago. The visual data can reshape how we understand cultural and natural landscapes, and how we 
present our research to the public, as well as illustrate past, present, and future. Maps are a powerful medium!  

Also, molecular biology must be one of the most exciting and promising fields in archaeology and historical ecology. 
In particular, phylogeography, or the geographic distribution of genetic material, which can be used to look at the 
historical distribution of plants and animals over time should and will no doubt play a big part of future research.  

Q7. What are you reading at the moment? 
Eat Like a Fish by Bren Smith. An entertaining and interesting read of the author’s journey from hardscrabble 
fisherman to ocean farmer and conservationist. If you want to get inside the head of a fisherman, Bren Smith takes 
you there.  

Q8. What is a critical but perhaps under-acknowledged question we as a community should be asking? 
Another book I recently read, Seaweed Chronicles by Susan Hand Shetterly, provides a detailed look at the 
developing seaweed harvesting industry in Maine. In her words, “We’ve worked our way through whales, bluefin 
tuna, halibut, cod, haddock, herring, lobsters, soft-shell clams, and bait worms – on and on – and finally to harvestable 
habitat, and that habitat is seaweed.” Seaweed, or macroalgae, has been harvested for millennia, but we have too 
few historical studies to understand the long-term impact of macroalgae harvesting on coastal ecosystems. With 
mechanical algae harvesting on the rise around the world for human and animal consumption, history can help to 
inform what has happened and will happen if we eat through our intertidal habitats. It is critical now to connect with 
seaweed harvesters in your region, and to start collecting and collating historical macroalgae and harvesting data. 

 

 

Dr. Claesson sampling wood from a shipwreck along the Maine coast – work 
featured by major national press outlets in the USA. See “Research News” for more. 
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                  FAREWELL 

Ron O’Dor, Senior Scientist (Census of Marine Life), professor 
emeritus (Dalhousie University, Canada). Renowned scientist 
Ron O‘Dor recently passed away due to COVID19 complications. 
People who were part of the History of Marine Animal 
Populations (HMAP) project got to know Ron as the senior 
scientist of the Census of Marine Life and a strong supporter of 
HMAP. His vision and sense of humour was an inspiration. He 
always introduced himself as a squid person and his last paper 
was on flying squid. As squid propel themselves like rockets 
forward up and out of the water to ‘fly’, Ron’s response to a 

journalist when he was asked why they fly was typical Ron: “Who wouldn’t want to be a rocket? Why be an astronaut 
when you can be a rocket?” A lasting legacy is his pioneering efforts to develop the Ocean Tracking Network, placing 
a chain of receivers and oceanographic sensors in all the oceans of the world to track 200 keystone tagged animals 
along migratory routes. Ron was a great friend and he will be sorely missed.  ~ Poul Holm, Trinity College (Ireland) 

 

    RESEARCH NEWS  

First and last record of Bramble sharks in France spans 300 years at 
exactly the same location. In Oceans Past News No.10 (November 2018), 
we featured Samuel Iglésias’s and Frederik Mollen’s ongoing research on 
the Bramble shark (Echinorhinus brucus) in our spotlight. Their ‘coldcase’ 
illustrated that the disappearance of large and charismatic species, such 
as the Bramble shark, may go totally unnoticed and even unsuspected 
from datasets of modern fishery surveys. Iglésias’s and Mollen’s first 
academic paper on this topic is out now, focusing on the history of the 
species description and the lost holotype identifying the species. 
Bonnaterre was the first to make the scientific name available in 1788, 
but his description did not include a holotype nor an illustration. The 
description was instead based on a paper by Broussonet eight years 
earlier. Again, Broussonet did not illustrate the species but referred to a 
fresh specimen drawn and collected by members of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences (Paris) along the French Atlantic coast. Based on this clue, the 
authors were able to rediscover the original drawings as well as other 
unpublished manuscripts and illustrations that includes much new 
information. The holotype, now considered lost, was drawn by Philippe 
de La Hire in 1680 at the Bayonne coast. What La Hire could not have 
expected is that exactly 300 years later, in 1981, the last French Bramble 
shark would be caught at exactly the same locality off southwestern 
France. Now the species can be considered virtually extirpated from 
European waters. ~ Samuel Iglésias and Frederik Mollen 

Publication: Iglésias SP and Mollen FH (2020). L’histoire de la description du squale bouclé Echinorhinus brucus 
(Bonnaterre, 1788) (Echinorhinidae) et la redécouverte des illustrations du type perdu. Zoosystema 42(13): 173-193 
(in French, with English abstract). https://doi.org/10.5252/zoosystema2020v42a13 or http://zoosystema.com/42/13.  

Original manuscript drawing by Philippe De la Hire of the 
fresh holotype of the Bramble shark Echinorhinus brucus 
caught in 1680 at Bayonne (southwestern France). It 
represents a gravid female of 227 cm in total length. Photo 
credit: Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle (Paris). 
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Baselines reveal extent of change in demersal fish assemblages in 
South Africa. A unique 111-year repeat trawl experiment has revealed 
the drastic transformation of the demersal fish assemblage that 
followed industrialised fisheries in South Africa. Government-led trawl 
surveys were conducted on the Agulhas Bank in 1897-1904 in areas that 
had, until then, escaped direct exploitation pressures. The newly 
digitised trawl survey records provide an unprecedented quantitative 
view of baseline fish assemblages in these temperate shelf ecosystems. 
In 2015, three of the historically surveyed sites were revisited with 
carefully replicated gear and methods, as part of a long-term repeat 
experiment. The comparison showed that three species (Argyrosomus 

spp., Pterogymnus laniarius and Austroglossus pectoralis) that had 
dominated the assemblages, consistently making up three-quarters of historical catches, were cumulatively 
contributing 5% or less in 2015. Instead, the fish assemblage consisted mostly of 
a group of five species (Chelidonichthys spp., Trachurus capensis, Squalus spp., 
Merluccius capensis and Galeichthys feliceps), their summed contribution rising 
to 85% from the historical 3%. Looking at the change in catch composition, the 
researchers realised that historical catches consisted of a substantial proportion 
of taxa that associate with reef habitats, whereas the re-survey assemblages 
were characterized by those that prefer soft sediments. This points to an altered 
benthic habitat, likely due to the century of bottom trawling that followed the 
early surveys. The unique historical context and long-term experiment revealed 
striking baseline changes that may be overlooked in many fisheries. Details of 
the study can be viewed at https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2020.00355. ~ Jock 
Currie (Nelson Mandela University, South African National Biodiversity Institute) 

Publication: Currie JC, Atkinson LJ, Sink KJ, and Attwood CG (2020). 
Long-term change of demersal fish assemblages on the inshore 
Agulhas Bank between 1904 and 2015. Frontiers in Marine Science.  

Investigative archival work identifies mystery shipwreck – and offers long-term climate clues. Every few decades, 
a mysterious shipwreck has appeared on York Beach in Maine (USA), first documented in 1958, when it was 
uncovered by a Nor’easter, or major New England storm. It has generated much local interest over time, and was 
once thought to be a Viking ship. Marine archaeologist Stefan Claesson led work that finally identified the ship. First, 
Claesson sent sampled timbers to the Cornell University Tree-Ring Laboratory, where they were matched via a New 
England tree-ring index to indicate the trees were felled for the ship in approximately 1753. From there, Claesson’s 
research found that a sloop, the Defiance, was built in 1754 in Massachusetts (USA) – and that a sloop of the same 
name had wrecked on York Beach in 1769. Claesson also discovered the Defiance was sailing from Salem, 
Massachusetts for Portland, Maine, with a cargo of food staples and English goods and a four-man crew when it 
encountered a fierce storm – perhaps not unlike the Nor‘easters that today uncover the wreck from time to time. 

The ship and goods were a complete loss – but the 
crew survived. Although this timeline fits with the tree-
ring data, further archaeological study is needed to 
confirm its identity. The possible Defiance is significant 
as it is one of very few examples of pre-Revolutionary 
War ships built in New England – and it provides critical 
clues on our changing climate. The wreck offers tree-
ring data from multiple trees that can illuminate 
weather variation for the early 1600s to mid-1700s, 

The shipwreck on York Beach in Maine, photographed in 1958 
(Lew Flagg) 

The steam trawl vessel, SS Pieter Faure, which conducted 
the historical trawl surveys used in the study. 

Fig 2 from text: Historical & re-survey samples are indicated by 
circles and triangles respectively, sites by color (Cape Infanta blue, 
Mossel Bay green, Bird Island red). Bounding ellipses represent 
95% probability contours estimated for each period-site level. 
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helping clarify conditions and provide data to compare with today. Its significance and the need for more study 
alongside its very public location denote the importance of protective measures for such sites, as well as the potential 
for further study and maritime heritage value. More in the New York Times  (USA) (www.nytimes.com/2020/04/05 
/us/maine-shipwreck-colonial.html) and CNN (USA) (www.cnn.com/2020/04/03/us/maine -shipwreck-revolutionary-
war-defiance-trnd/index.html).   

History holds lessons for tomorrow’s ‘blue growth’. Akin to the 
‘green economy’ but for our oceans, blue growth is emerging as a 
policy strategy to maintain and even expand the benefits we derive 
from the seas in a balanced, integrated, and equitable way. It is 
also often touted as a new way forward beyond “business as usual” 
marine management. However, a new study finds that not only is 
blue growth not new, it also holds critical lessons for policy today. 
A team of 30 researchers, led by Bryony Caswell (University of Hull, 
UK), Ruth Thurstan (University of Exeter, UK), and Emily Klein 
(Boston University, USA), found 20 historical examples of blue 
growth in past fisheries or aquaculture across 13 countries and 
spanning 40–800 years. From mixed fisheries in the Lagoon of 
Venice to Japanese nori aquaculture and the dugong fisheries of 
Australia, blue growth has been achieved, maintained - and lost - 
in the past. From these case studies, the team distilled lessons of 
success – and of failure – that applied across disparate areas, time 
periods, and systems, and from these resolved recommendations 
for contemporary blue growth agendas. Importantly, these lessons 
were well reflected in the scientific literature, yet the team 
discovered they were not well reflected in the well-established 
blue growth agendas of today – revealing critical gaps in how we 
are actively planning for blue growth. Publication: Caswell BA et al. 
(2020). Something old, something new: Historical perspectives 
provide lessons for blue growth agendas. Fish and Fisheries.  
 

 
                       COLLABORATIONS 

New Conservation Paleobiology Network established. With an ultimate 
objective to encourage the use of historical data (fossils, sediments, middens, 

and other historical records) for the management and restoration of natural habitats, including oceans, the newly 
established Conservation Paleobiology Network (CPN) brings together scientists and stakeholders (communities, 
agencies, and industry) to ensure that historical archives effectively assist conservation efforts. CPN is building a 
community of members who will work toward developing and participating in CPN activities over the next five years. 
These activities include: (1) Topical Working Groups that tackle key questions of conservation paleobiology; (2) Field 
Courses; (3) Webinars, and (4) an Annual Meeting focused on sharing recent advances within the discipline. The CPN 
is managed by a PI and the Steering Committee composed of scientists, conservation practitioners, and stakeholders, 
and is supported by a five year grant from the National Science Foundation (USA). The Network is still in its first year 
of planning and growing the community, and encourages students, junior scientists, members of underrepresented 
groups, and experts from all relevant professions to join the network and apply for leadership appointments to our 
steering committee, panels, and any future decision-making bodies that may emerge. CPN membership is free; to 
learn more and become a member, please visit https://conservationpaleorcn.org/, and send questions and 
comments to conservationpaleo@floridamuseum.ufl.edu.  

Fig 2 from the paper, (a) range of case studies across the globe, 
and (b) the length of time blue growth was maintained in each. 
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New collaboration employs novel techniques for sea change. 
Changes – physical, biological and environmental - in the marine 
environment are fundamentally cryptic.  Even in the present day, 
when we have detailed measurements of many marine 
properties, we are hampered by shifting baselines, and the fact 
that most change in the marine environment occurs out of sight 
beneath the ocean surface. For periods before instrumental 
records became available, the impact of human cultural activity 
on marine ecosystems is largely unknown. SEACHANGE aims to 
tackle this knowledge gap by applying novel geochemical and genetic techniques to high resolution marine proxy 
archives. We’ll be looking at five periods of major cultural transition during the Holocene: 

(a) The Mesolithic to Neolithic transition in the North Sea (~6ka BP); 
(b) The impact of aboriginal culture and the colonial transition in Australia between ~6ka BP and the present day; 
(c) The Viking settlement of Iceland in 874 CE and the intensification of fishing to the present day; 
(d) The transition to industrial fishing in the North Sea from 1000 CE to 1800 CE; 
(e) The onset and cessation of whaling in Antarctica in the first half of the 20th century. 

We will also look for changes in our proxy archives that indicate the impacts of human activity. SEACHANGE, a 
European Research Council (ERC) Synergy grant, will use environmental DNA alongside nitrogen isotopes in the 
organic fraction of the shells of bivalve molluscs to reveal changes in food web dynamics and ecosystem function. 
SEACHANGE will effectively cross-fertilize a number of diverse disciplinary traditions/areas including marine ecology, 
marine geology, geochemistry, molecular biology (metagenomics), historical ecology, archaeology and anthropology. 
Research groups from University of Exeter, University of Copenhagen, University of Mainz and University of York 
will be involved, and the project is scheduled to start in October 2020. ~ Paul Butler (University of Exeter, UK).  
 

            RECENT EVENTS 

 Moving Oceans Past online.  Oceans Past VIII convened 11-15 May 2020 - a successful experiment in socially-
distanced, low carbon conferencing in the age of COVID-19.  With less than two months before the conference, we 
scrambled to pivot to an online programme!  

OPI has a global reach and maximizing participation required careful planning. The final format focused on short 
sessions (1.5 hours) for 5 days, scheduled to try and accommodate presenters from Europe, the Americas and 
Oceania, and digital posters were displayed on the programme prior to a “lightning poster” session. Presentations 
covered research from environmental historians, archaeologists, historical ecologists, fisheries scientists and social 
scientists, all on the broad theme of understanding past marine populations and human-wildlife interactions through 
time. Members can find all presentations online at www.oceanspast.org.  

Overall, we were delighted and surprised with the outcomes. The sessions ran smoothly and were well attended, 
with more than twice traditional OP attendance (196 registered and >100/session, from 25 countries). One of the 
most gratifying outcomes was increased participation of people from countries and career types and stages 
underrepresented in past conferences, supporting other reports that online conferencing can help reduce bias in 
professional opportunities and networking. In addition to the wonderful range of exciting research shared, our 

experience makes a strong argument for continued online 
meetings to maintain intellectual community during the 
pandemic and hybrid conferencing models (increasing 
diversity and decreasing carbon-impacts) when the world 
emerges from quarantine.  ~ Ruth Thurstan and Ben Fitzhugh, 
OPI Executive Committee.  

Screenshot from the Oceans Past VIII online! Courtesy of Cristina Brito. 

www.viking-store.com/blogs/viking-norse-mythology/viking-ship-drakkar 
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International working group on long-term perspectives of fisheries and fishing convened online. The Working 
Group on the History of Fish and Fisheries (WGHIST), a working group part of the International Council for 
Exploration of the Seas (ICES) met virtually 15-18 June 2020, hosted online by the University of Connecticut. ICES is 
an international marine science organization of nearly 6,000 scientists from more than 20 countries, with an 
overarching goal of “meeting societal needs for impartial evidence on the state and sustainable use of our seas and 
oceans” (www.ices.dk/about-ICES/who-we-are/Pages/Who-we-are.aspx). WGHIST undertakes interdisciplinary 
research on marine and fisheries systems and change over time, and making results and information accessible for 
contemporary scientists and decision makers. Its members hail from across the globe, including the US, Europe, South 
Africa, Australia, and Russia, and from history, social science, fisheries science, marine ecology, paleoecology, and 
more. The 2020 meeting kicked off with a public online symposium of historical and long-term research, with 
remaining days focused on forwarding on the use of historical data and information as well as collaborative 
manuscripts and policy advice. The meeting was also bittersweet, as it was the final year for current chairs Emily 
Klein (Boston University, USA) and Ruth Thurstan (Exeter University, UK). 
Under their leadership, the group has grown in membership, advanced ICES 
goals and added to ICES online data resources, and published in high impact 
journals. WGHIST plans to propose a new iteration and put forward new chairs 
to ICES in the coming weeks. More about WGHIST on their ICES website at 
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGHIST.aspx. 

  

        RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

New book illuminates German trade in the Atlantic. The northern European trade network of the Hanseatic League 
has attracted much recent research but its trading with Iceland, Faroe and Shetland is little known. A new volume 
German Trade in the North Atlantic c. 1400-1700. Interdisciplinary perspectives (edited by Natascha Mehler, Mark 

Gardiner and Endre Elvestad) brings together, for the first time, many facets of this 
trade, including the political background that enabled this trade as well as the 
cultural implications connected with it. Some of the trade goods and recent 
archaeological investigations are also presented.  

While the whole book is concerned with various interdisciplinary aspects of 
Hanseatic North Atlantic trade, which had impacts on North Atlantic communities 
and thus indirectly on the ocean’s past. For example, an article by HC Küchelmann 
examines the Hanseatic fish trade and is therefore directly concerned with how 
people interact with marine organisms. The article reviews the evidence for the 
Hanseatic fish trade in the North Atlantic from the perspective of the consumer 
sites, and stockfish, the most important good in the North Atlantic trade, from an 
archaeozoological perspective. The amount of fish remains analysed from Hanse 
cities in Germany is still very low, which precludes in-depth research and wider 
conclusions, nevertheless overall patterns appear that are generally consistent 
with the assumptions of increasing import and consumption of stockfish. 
https://journals.uis.no/ index.php/AmS-Skrifter. 

Discover abalone’s connections between past and present in new book. Ann Vileisis’s new book, Abalone: the 
remarkable history and uncertain future of California's iconic shellfish (Oregon State University Press), chronicles 
the colorful and poignant environmental history of animals that have long held a cherished place in California culture 
but are now imperiled. Prized for iridescent shells and delectable meat, these unique shellfish inspired indigenous 
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artisans, bohemian writers, California cuisine, and the popular sport of skin diving, but 
also became a highly coveted commercial commodity.  

Weaving together stories from abalone's rich cultural heritage, as well as from marine 
ecology and fisheries management, Vileisis traces the history of this shellfish through 
time, exploring how a misperception of abalone super-abundance—initially caused by 
the fur trade's removal of apex predator sea otters—led to a fundamental 
misunderstanding of the mollusk's biology. Ultimately, the return of sea otters, sky-
rocketing fishing pressures, increasingly frequent El Niños, and marine disease 
revealed the great complexity of marine ecosystems and conspired to reduce some 
species of these slow growing mollusks to alarmingly low levels. Ending with cutting-
edge recovery efforts now dedicated to restoration of one abalone species and the 
collapse of kelp forests affecting another, the book provides a timely and deeply 
engaging history that affords perspective to help us understand the challenges faced 
by marine life today. https://www.annvileisis.com/abalone. 
 

 

Küchelmann, HC (2019). Hanseatic fish trade in the North Atlantic: evidence of fish remains from Hanse cities in 
Germany. in: Mehler N, Gardiner M, Elvestad E. (eds.). “German Trade in the North Atlantic c. 1400-1700. 
Interdisciplinary Perspectives” 27, 75-92, Stavanger. https://www.knochenarbeit.de/hanseatic-fish-trade/. 

Mehler N, Gardiner M, and Elvestad E (2019). German Trade in the North Atlantic c. 1400-1700. Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives. Arkeologisk Museum Stavanger. https://journals.uis.no/index.php/AmS-Skrifter.  

Caswell BA et al. (2020). Something old, something new: Historical perspectives provide lessons for blue growth 
agendas. Fish and Fisheries 21(4): 774-796. doi.org/10.1111/faf.12460.  

Currie JC, Atkinson LJ, Sink KJ, and Attwood CG (2020). Long-term change of demersal fish assemblages on the 
inshore Agulhas Bank between 1904 and 2015. Frontiers in Marine Science. doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2020.00355. 

Iglésias SP and Mollen FH (2020). L’histoire de la description du squale bouclé Echinorhinus brucus (Bonnaterre, 
1788) (Echinorhinidae) et la redécouverte des illustrations du type perdu. Zoosystema 42(13): 173-193. 
doi.org/10.5252/zoosystema2020v42a13 or http://zoosystema.com/42/13. 

  

     ANNOUNCEMENTS: POSTDOCTORAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Marie Curie Postdocs in marine environmental history and ocean literacy research. 
(1) Environmental History and the Sea. We aim to study the past of the oceans and of marine populations by 
analyzing and contextualizing early modern Iberian historical sources (written, iconographic and cartographic); we 
are particularly interests in candidates aiming to address human impacts in the Iberian Peninsula as well as in the 
extra-European regions of the Portuguese and Spanish Empires. We focus in employing integrative, transdisciplinary 
and cross-cultural approaches to the sources and the scientific questions (the construction of early modern natural 
history and philosophy; the marine environmental history of coastal and oceanic ecosystems and aquatic 
megafauna; past perceptions and local and global worldviews about nature; historical relationships between 
humans and non-humans). Applicants interested in (early modern) marine environmental history (marine 
megafauna, marine ecosystems, activities, practices, perceptions and impacts on the ocean and shores) should 
contact Cristina Brito: cbrito@fcsh.unl.pt; cham@fcsh.unl.pt.  
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(2) SEA-ALF: Fishing for ocean literacies that nourish. Alison Neilson aims to build a larger team of social and 
humanities scientist to work on issues related to fisheries, and seeks candidates for a Postdoctoral fellowship on 
Ocean Literacy. SEA-ALF stems from the premise that Ocean Literacy is filled with contested ideas about “living in”, 
“living from”, “living as” and “living with” the ocean, but dominant narratives and ways of communicating hide all 
others. It seeks to uncover the ways that knowledge and worldviews from the people most connected with oceans 
are missing from much of what passes as Ocean Literacy today. SEA-ALF could be the direction of a postdoc project, 
or together we can construct a project to fit both our research objectives. Contact Alison Neilson aln@fcsh.unl.pt. 
Applicants from social sciences and humanities encouraged (arts-based researchers particularly welcome). 

Full application deadline is 9 September, but please get in touch to develop a project and meet internal deadlines. 
More at https://www.cics.nova.fcsh.unl.pt/destaques/cics-nova-welcomes-marie-sk322odowska-curie-fellowships 
and https://www.cics.nova.fcsh.unl.pt/destaques/cics-nova-welcomes-marie-sk322odowska-curie-fellowships.  

 
 

     ANNOUNCEMENTS: CONFERENCES 

Oceans Past IX Conference 2021. The next Oceans Past conference will take place 2-7 May 2021 at VLIZ in Ostend, 
Belgium; updates to come! 

American Fisheries Society 150th Annual Meeting, “Learning From The Past, Meeting Challenges Of The Present, 
Advancing To A Sustainable Future”, is now online - 30 Aug – 3 Sept 2020. https://afsannualmeeting.fisheries.org/.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
      CONTACT 

Oceans Past News is a quarterly newsletter that aspires to both unite and inform the worldwide community 
interested in historical perspectives of marine social-ecological systems by providing insight into the wide-ranging 
and excellent work being done and the resources available. If you would like to propose work for OPN in the future, 
please contact Emily Klein (emily.klein04@gmail.com).  

The next Oceans Past News will be out mid-October 2020. We warmly welcome submissions through mid-September. 

 

 
RESOURCES 
 

The Oceans Past News Archive is available online: https://oceanspast.org/newsletter.php 
More on the Oceans Past Initiative: http://oceanspast.org 
OPI on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/122288493384/ 
OPI on Twitter: @oceans_past 
 


