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Present ing t he const ruct ion of  a cross-European 
t hesaurus about  ear ly m odern m ar ine m am m als

WHAT?

WHO? 

HOW?

Mar ine Lexicon is a cooperat ion project  

bet ween Por t ugal and Norway, funded by 

EEA Grant s, aim ing at  t he const ruct ion of  

a t hesaurus of  European com m on nam es 

of  m ar ine m am m als (cet aceans, seals, sea 

l ions and sirenian) and sym bolic elem ent s 

(sea m onst ers, hybr id beings, folk lore 

creat ures) represent ed in t he ear ly 

m odern age (15t h-18t h cent ur ies).

Our  aim  is t o creat e an open hist or ical 

research dat abase. This lexicon w il l  be 

open-acess and w il l  unit e inform at ion in 

por t uguese, english, spanish, norwegian, 

dut ch, germ an, m odern greek , f rench, 

Cape Verde creoule and São Tom é and 

Pr íncipe creoule. Research w il l  be m ade 

recur r ing t o docum ent ary and visual 

sources for  t he European and 

t ransat lant ic nat ural h ist ory, which 

include saga l i t erat ure, diar ies, t reat ies, 

leaf let s, m aps, t ravel l i t erat ure am ong 

ot her  t ypologies of  sources. The analysis 

of  t he sources w il l  al low  us t o ident ify t he 

anim als refer red, where possible t o t he 

lower  t axon of  t he m ar ine anim al - 

gender , species, subspecies. Nam e w il l  be 

t ranslat ed, keeping available t he or iginal 

scr ipt  t oget her  w it h t he com m on nam e in 

every Lexicon language. 
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FUN DIN G

This init iat ive is funded by  EEA Grants, Bilateral 

Fund: "Working together for a green, compet it ive 

and inclusive Europe" and by CHAM - Cent re for the 

Humanit ies. 

Our  t eam  is com posed by Por t uguese 

researchers of  CHAM ? Cent re for  t he 

Hum anit ies (NOVA Universit y of  Lisbon), 

UNESCO Chair  "The Ocean's Cult ural 

Her it age"  and Environm ent al Hist ory and 

Sea Research Line. The Norwegian 

researchers are f rom  UiB ?UNIVERSITETET 

i BERGEN (Universit y of  Bergen) and NIFU 

-Nordic Inst it ut e for  St udies in 

Innovat ion, Research and Educat ion. The 

P.Is are Cr ist ina Br it o (CHAM/NOVA-FCSH) 

and Professor   Anne Kar in Huf t ham m er  

(UiB). 

The sym bol of  our  in it iat ive is a Nor t h At lant ic 

Right  Whale (Eubalaena glacialis), which 

t raveled bet ween Norway and Por t ugal, unit ing 

our  project . l l lust rat ion: Cat ar ina Garcia.

WHY?

This project  w il l  al low  t he est ablishm ent  

and reinforcem ent  of  net work ing and 

research in hist or ical whaling, sealing, and 

m ar ine m am m als? appropr iat ion, t rade 

and use f rom  prehist or ic t im es up t o t he 

m edieval and t he ear ly m odern per iod. By 

prom ot ing a com m on plat form  of  m ar ine 

anim als w il l  cont r ibut e t o underst anding 

percept ions and at t i t udes t owards nat ure, 

and in par t icular  m ar ine ecosyst em s, in 

t he past . It  w il l  also allow  com parat ive 

st udies in a chronological or  regional 

scale, in dif ferent  f ields of  exper t ise 

nam ely zooarchaeology, m ar ine 

environm ent al h ist ory, l i t erat ure, m ar ine 

ecology or  anim al st udies.

Por t uguese São 
Tom é 

Creoule

Spanish It alian French English Dut ch Danish Norwegian

Baleia; 
Balea; 
Baleya

Balha; 
Balya

Ballena; 
Rorcual

Balena Baleine; 
Rorqual

Whale; 
Rorqual

Walvis; 
Vinvisch

Hval Hval

Cosm ographia, Munst er , 1550 Rondelet , Book  of  Fish, 1555
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